
Making Sri Lanka a Global Innovation Hub 
 

The life and wellbeing of a nation could be improved only through economic development where 
most the countries in the world have achieved it by innovation. Encouraging and promoting 
innovation in Sri Lanka is challenging due to limited recourses and lack of knowledge 
dissemination.  
 
The concept of FabLab or digital fabrication laboratories was born with the aim to inspire people 
and entrepreneurs to turn their ideas into new products and prototypes by giving them access to 
a range of advanced digital manufacturing technology. FabLab means connecting to a global 
community of learners, educators, technologists, researchers, makers and innovators. 
 
Establishing first ever FabLab at the Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL) 
under the trademark NeoSpace is a milestone in the path of making Sri Lanka 
a global Innovation hub. This FabLab is approved by the international FabLab 
network (https://www.fablabs.io/labs/map).  
 
The research team at OUSL is now working towards the operationalization of the Neospace 
FabLab by introducing several tools and machines which can be used in prototyping and 3D 
modeling with the aid of computer programming (https://www.fablabs.io/labs/neospace).  
 
At the NeoSpace lab, the research team is developing following laboratory instruments and 
learning kits and many are in the verge of commercialization.  
 

• Learning kits for G.C.E. Advanced level Students, which 
can be used to gain hand on experience on analog 
electronics and digital electronics.   These units are 
available to preorder from the ‘E Gravity Solutions (Pvt) 
Ltd’, the industry partner for the said product. The 
product was launched on 30th December 2021. 

 

• Spin coater with novel method of monitoring the coating 
thickness in real-time. 

 

• A new protocol and a software to increases the 
data capacity of QR codes. 

 

• Integrating computer vision and AI to improve 
accuracy and speed of several other laboratory 
equipment’s such as colony counters and gel 
electrophoresis device. 
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